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Welcome
Welcome to the Paprika Festival
and our new home, Native Earth
Performing Arts. We are proud to
be partnering with Canada’s oldest
professional Indigenous theatre
company. Native Earth Performing
Arts is at the forefront of exciting
performance in this country and we
hope you check out their year round
programing.
I was a participant in this festival in
2006. What I remember most about
that time is being treated like an
artist who had something important
to say. That experience set me up
for the professional world in a way
no other training program had.
As you watch these wonderful
artists tell you stories that range in
genre and subject matter I’d love
you to keep this in mind: each time
an artist shares their work it comes
with courage and I applaud our

participants for that. These intelligent
artists have created work that is
brave, thoughtful and beautiful.
Know that for some of these artists
this is their first time presenting
their writing, performing, design, or
direction. Also know that in mere
months you will likely see some of
these artists on professional stages.
At Paprika we value the voices of our
participants. The theatre is about
examining the human condition and
young people are an integral part of
that examination.

Darwin Lyons
Paprika Festival
Artistic Producer

Generated by CamScanner

A PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM THE PREMIER

WELCOME TO
REGENT PARK FOR THE 15TH
PAPRIKA FESTIVAL!

On behalf of the Government of
Ontario, I am pleased to extend warm
greetings to everyone attending
and participating in the 15th annual
Paprika Festival.
A healthy and vibrant arts community
is vital to the social and economic
well-being of our province. The
arts play a key role in our everyday
lives and are an essential part of our
shared culture. The arts can also be
a powerful tool to engage youth by
offering many avenues for learning,
discovery and accomplishment.
My colleagues in the Ontario
government and I remain committed
to working with our artistic
community to develop our young
people’s talents and skills, promote
an environment that supports
economic growth and innovation,
and bring opportunities to everyone.
I commend the board of directors,
staff and mentors of the Paprika
Festival for their commitment to
helping aspiring artists to develop
their potential — and succeed.
Please accept my best wishes for a
memorable event and many more
years of success.

I am very pleased that the Paprika
Festival has chosen to hold their 2016
programming in Regent Park at the
cultural hub of our neighbourhood,
the Daniels Spectrum.
It is very exciting that Paprika has
entered into a new partnership with
Native Earth Performing Arts. The
youth-led programming, mentorship
and training is a perfect fit. In
addition, the values of community,
accessibility, youth empowerment
and artistic excellence are central to
the mission of the Daniels Spectrum
and the Revitalization of Regent Park.
On behalf of the Members of Toronto
City Council, please accept our best
wishes for a successful festival
and thank you for your continued
contribution to making Toronto a
great and inclusive city for all.
Enjoy the performances!

Pam McConnell
Deputy Mayor
Councillor, Ward 28

Kathleen Wynne
Premier
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About Paprika
Paprika is a youth-led professional performing arts organization. We run
year round professional training and mentorship programs that culminate in
a performing arts festival of new work by young artists. You’re at our festival
(thank you!) but it’s taken the better part of the year for us to bring you this
work. Young artists apply to be part of one of our programs: Productions,
Playwrights-In-Residence, The Writers' Circle, The Creators' Unit, The
Regent Collective, The Director’s Lab or The Advisory Board. They work with
either a professional mentor or facilitator to create the work you are about
to see. All of our programs are free of charge to the participants. At Paprika
we believe in accessibility, artistic development, youth leadership and
community. This is a place where we give young people both the autonomy
and support to be professional artists.

Programs
CREATORS’ UNIT
The Creators’ Unit is Paprika’s core
ensemble, meeting weekly to learn
through process in the creation of
an original performance under the
guidance of professional artists.
This program is comprised of
poets, musicians, dancers, actors,
directors, playwrights, designers
and anyone who has an interest
in being a part of a tight-knit artist
collective. This is a weekly workshop
which culminates in the creation of
an original performance.
REGENT COLLECTIVE
The Regent Collective is a
multidisciplinary
arts
program,
taking place in the Regent Park
community and facilitated by
Paprika’s Community Arts Manager
Jijo Quayson. Members of this
program train primarily in theatre
techniques but also explore spoken
word, visual arts, dance, playwriting,
singing and more. After building this
diverse skill-set, group members
create, workshop and rehearse their
self-created collaborative theatre
piece to be featured in the annual
Paprika Festival.

Paprika Staff (L to R top: Steph Raposo, Darwin Lyons, Cole Vincent, Anthony MacMahon, Rosamund
Small; bottom: Michelle Yagi, Jijo Quayson, Sabah Haque, Brian Postalian, Brittany Kay)
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DIRECTOR’S LAB
The director’s lab is a new program
geared at emerging directors looking
to develop their craft. In partnership
with Theatre Passe Muraille and
Native Earth Performing Arts,
participants
receive mentorship
from
a
professional
theatre
company, participate in master
classes with a professional director,
and have their work showcased at
the festival.

PAPRIKA PRODUCTIONS
Each year, Paprika develops
and produces new plays and/or
creative projects with the support of
professional artist mentors. Paprika
provides each company an artistic
mentor who is a professional with
expertise in specific areas of focus.
The team at Paprika works with the
company to find the best mentor
pairing and to ensure their project is
as strong as possible.
PLAYWRIGHTS-IN-RESIDENCE
The emphasis of this program is
on the process of developing a
full draft of a script for the stage.
Playwrights work on their own
time, and with a Professional Artist
Mentor. Playwrights meet with
each other throughout the season
to share their processes and learn
from each other. Professional actors
read the play in a table read two
months before the Festival. This
gives the playwright a chance to
learn about their work and about
how to conduct a professional
writing development process. A
formal staged reading of a full draft
of each script is presented as part of
the Festival for a public audience.
WRITERS' CIRCLE
The Writers' Circle is where writers
of all levels of experience meet
with a facilitator to work on their
artistic pursuits. The writers benefit
from the facilitator's professional
experience, chat with guest writers,
and learn from each other. Each
Writer presents an excerpt of their
work in the Festival, performed for
an audience by professional actors.
6

ADVISORY BOARD
The Advisory Board is a hands-on
leadership training program for
young people, led by young people.
Members engage with the festival
as creative thinkers, planning
fundraising events and projects to
ensure the success of the festival
for its participants and audience.
From producing to planning
rad
celebrations
to
learning
about various aspects of arts
administration and management,
Advisory Board members have a
hand in it all, making them essential
in bringing the festival to life.

2016 The Intersection included
workshops with
a
corporate
leadership expert, a performance
psychologist, two advocates for
Equity in the Arts, a text-work
acting coach, an immersive theatre
creator/producer and a stage
magician. We also hosted a debate
series, a meet and greet, and an
after party! This annual initiative is
devoted to supporting the future of
Toronto performance.

TRAINING DAYS
Paprika Training Days are four full
days of workshops, creation, and
community building that bring
THE INTERSECTION
together all our Festival participants,
The Intersection is aa full day the entire Paprika staff, and

conference for young artists. It special guests. This year, Paprika
focuses on what political and participants
studied
collective
artistic goals matter to the new creation,
playwriting,
musical
generation, as well as the practical theatre, immersive theatre, pitching
matters of how to make and sustain new work, improv, social media
a life in the arts today. This event is outreach, directing, and more.
a space for young artists to voice Guests included Peter Pasyk and
their experiences in the professional Pip Bradford. This year’s Training
theatre arts, and critically discuss Days were curated and hosted by
what skills or resources they need our Training Day Facilitators Anthony
as they develop their careers. In MacMahon and Brittany Kay.

The ‘Anti-Aging’ Myth...
Forget about ‘anti-aging.’ There’s really no
such thing. Let’s talk about Healthy Aging
instead. When you embrace Healthy Aging, you
have the ability to prolong your quality of life
and enhance, rather than fight, the aging
process.
Cutting edge technologies proven to amp up
your body’s own cellular healing abilities have
been brought to Canada for the first time at the
Soul 7 Healing Centre in Yorkville. Their
state-of-the-art
facility
specializes
in
supportive therapies like biofeedback, guided
visualization, sound & light technology, brain
wave modulation and more.
Call today to schedule your
Healthy Aging Biofeedback Scan.

soul7.ca - 416.847.6999
17 Yorkville Avenue, Suite 100, Toronto

7

8

NATIVE EARTH
PERFORMING
ARTS
Native Earth Performing Arts is Canada’s oldest professional Indigenous
theatre company. Embarking on our 34th year, we are dedicated to
developing, presenting, and producing professional artistic expressions of
the Indigenous experience in Canada.
Native Earth is proud to partner for the first time with Paprika Festival to
bring this youth-led performing arts festival to Aki Studio. Through this
partnership and the Regent Park Collective, Native Earth and Paprika
Festival offer a barrier-free accessible program for Indigenous youth and
residents of Regent Park, creating opportunities for young artists to become
more engaged than ever before.
Staff
Artistic Director					Ryan Cunningham
Managing Director				Isaac Thomas
Marketing & Patron Services Manager		
Kat Horzempa
Weesageechak Festival Producer			
Jessica Lea Fleming
Venue Coordinator				June Epstein
Administrative Assistant				Yolanda Bonnell
Patron Services Representative			
Gloria Mok
Patron Services Representative			
Philip Turkiewicz
Board of Directors
Jed DeCory
Georgia Quartaro
Matthew McPherson
Bob Crawford
Jason Fleming
Ashley Stacey
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How To Attend
The Festival
The Paprika Festival runs from
May 23-29, 2016 and is presented
in partnership with Native Earth
Performing Arts.
TICKETS
Single Tickets - $10*
3-show pass - $20**
15th Anniversary Celebration $30 (May 26 | see pg.11 for more
information)
Free Events: Staged play readings
from our Playwrights-in-Residence
and Writers' Circle are free to the
public. No tickets are required.
*Includes all performances in a
double or triple-bill
**Includes admission to any 3 shows
throughout the festival week, with
the exception of the 15th Anniversary
Celebration on May 26
BOX OFFICE
Tickets are available for purchase
online, by phone or at the door.
Aki Studio
Native Earth Performing Arts
585 Dundas Street East
Toronto, ON M5A 2B7
Online: paprikafestival.com
Phone: 416-531-1402
(Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)
E-mail: boxoffice@nativeearth.ca

LOCATION
All festival performances take place
inside Native Earth’s Aki Studio,
located in the Daniels Spectrum
at 585 Dundas Street East, on the
south side of Dundas, just east of
Parliament Street.
The 15th Anniversary Celebration
takes place in Paintbox Bistro, next
to the Daniels Spectrum at 555
Dundas Street East.
ACCESSIBILITY
Native Earth Performing Arts and
Artscape strive to provide equal
treatment to and equitable benefits
of its services, programs and
facilities in a manner that respects
the dignity and independence of
people with disabilities.
• The Dundas Street entrance
provides barrier-free access to the
building
• Two elevators are located in the
South Lobby
• All floors have accessible
washrooms and stalls, as well as
accessible drinking fountains
• Signage throughout the building
is written in Braille
• A hearing enhancement system is
available in Aki Studio and the Ada
Slaight Hall
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Paprika Festival acknowledges
the traditional lands and waterways
of the Anishnaabe (Mississaugas
of the New Credit First Nation), the
Haudenosaunee, the Wendat, the
Cree and any other nations who
cared for the land (acknowledged
and unacknowledged, recorded
and unrecorded).
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Paprika's
15th Anniversary

CELEBRATION
Join us as we celebrate an incredible 15 years of new work by young
and emerging artists!
This special event will feature excerpts from plays written throughout
Paprika's history by alumni playwrights Britta Johnson, Sara Farb,
Kanika Ambrose, Ariadne Cabon, Briana Brown and Glenys
Robinson. You may know their names now, but where did it all start?
Join us as they dust off their earliest works with the help of a starstudded cast including Guillermo Verdecchia and Tasmin Kelsey.

ONE NIGHT ONLY - THURSDAY MAY 26, 2016
6:30PM

Reception with light food & drink at Paintbox Bistro
(555 Dundas St. E)

8:00PM

Performance at the Aki Studio, in the Daniels Spectrum
(585 Dundas St. E)

$30 tickets

Support the Festival
As you may have gathered, this season we are celebrating the
Paprika Festival’s 15th anniversary. 15 years of exciting new work by
emerging artists, and 15 years of providing free mentorships and
theatre training programs to youth all across the city. Since 2001,
the festival has grown from a handful of play readings into a weeklong showcase of 18 original works involving nearly 100 young
participants who have been working hard all year to devise, write,
direct, produce and perform the plays you are about to see today.
This incredible growth could not have been possible without the
support of parents, patrons, artists, donors and community members
such as yourselves who have supported Paprika every step of the
way. Your support is crucial in ensuring that we can continue to offer
accessible, barrier-free programs to all participants, regardless of
their background or circumstance.
We are also very proud of the countless alumni who have used
Paprika as a springboard to launch their professional careers, and
this week we come together to celebrate this potential in the next
generation of Canadian theatre artists.
We invite you to make a contribution to Paprika today, and join
our network of generous supporters who help make the festival
possible. Thank you for joining us at the 2016 Paprika Festival, and
we hope you share our excitement for what the next 15 years have
in store.
HOW TO DONATE
Fill out the envelopes inserted in your show programs during the
festival week and give them to one of our ushers, or visit
www.paprikafestival.com/support to make a contribution to the
festival today. Donations over $10 will receive a charitable tax receipt.

PAPRIKA SILENT AUCTION
Don't miss our silent auction at the pre-show reception! Bid on
amazing prize packages including Raptors tickets, live concerts, a
collection of the hottest new plays, and tickets to some of the best
theatre, art and films the city has to offer! The silent auction will
take place in the Paintbox Bistro as part of the 15th Anniversary
Celebration, and will close at 7:45pm on May 26th.
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May 23-29
2016

REGENT COLLECTIVE
WE ARE XX

CREATORS’ UNIT presented by TD Bank Group

I AM NOT A THING
What does Toronto look like?
Sound like? Who sees what
and when? Watch as strangers
walk the same roads, connect
and
miscommunicate.
The
Creators' Unit presents I Am Not
a Thing, a show presented with
compassion and created out
of love. We may have more in
common than you think.
Created by: The Creators' Unit
Director: Harsharan Sidhu
Featuring: Brooklyn Bohach,
Milena Fera, Armon
Ghaeinizadeh, Toby King,
Michelle Paunov, Troy Sarju
Sound: Brooklyn Bohach
Mentor: Zoe Sweet
Special Thanks: Finn McConnell,
Vesna & Stevanka Begovska
Duration: 50 mins
Schedule:
Monday May 23, 8:45pm
Friday May 27, 5pm
(Double-Bill: Re:Lewis)
Sunday, May 29, 5pm
(Double-Bill: Blue)
13

4 women reveal never-before
shared stories and secrets
from their lives in a theatrical
dismantling of gender and
cultural expectations. Their
inner-most desires, frustrations,
hopes, fears, and triumphs
take centre stage in this deeply
personal, collectively-created
piece.
Created by: Samay Arcentales,
Hasina Madadi, Rafia Salam,
Anne Vo
Director: Ali Joy Richardson
Featuring: Samay Arcentales,
Rafia Salam, Anne Vo
Stage Manager: Thilini
Seevakireedam
Lighting: Echo Zhou
Sound: Deanna Galati
Costumes: Samay Arcentales,
Hasina Madadi, Rafia Salam,

Anne Vo
Set Designers: Annie
Chen,Celine Doan, Alma Gul,
Sivaranjani Kanagaratnam,
Nadia Salam
Facilitator and Producer: Jijo
Quayson
Producer: Deanna Galati
Special Thanks: Jessica
Fleming, Amanda Pileggi,
Regent Park Film Festival
Duration: 30 mins
Schedule:
Tuesday May 24, 4:45pm
(Double-Bill: Intermezzo)
Saturday May 28, 5:15pm
(Triple-Bill: I’ll Miss You A Little
& 13 Times When)
Sunday May 29, 2pm
(Triple-Bill: I’ll Miss You A Little
& She is Right Here)
14

DIRECTOR’S LAB
FAERIE DUST

17 year old Raine hides in the
dark alleys of Toronto gripped
with fear and guilt after
witnessing her best friend’s rape
and murder. The same thoughts
cycling through her head, “I’m
sorry, I just watched you being
ripped apart. How could I do that?
Just freeze?” In the shadows she
attracts the attention of a clan of
Dark Faeries eager to feast on
her tainted soul. Her only hope
is to befriend a rogue Pixie and
plead her case to the four ruling
Feys; the only ones that can
either protect or condemn her.
Written and Directed by Aracely
15

Reyes
Featuring: Tijana Spasich,
Harsharan Sidhu, Zarish
Asif,Troy Sarju, Janice Yang
Stage Manager: Raquel
Rodrigues & Zee Bolad
Dramaturg & Animation: Zee
Bolad
Lighting, Set and Costuming:
Aracely Reyes
Mentors: Clare Preuss, Jivesh
Parasram, Theatre Passe
Muraille
Special Thanks: Paprika, Evalyn
Parry, Brandy Leary, Natasha
Boomer, Christine Brubaker,
Severn Thompson, Inglot,
Family and friends

O

“Want to see how I die on stage?
I’ve had lots of practice dying
prettily...pro-tip: die facing upstage so they can’t see you
breathing and rolling your eyes.”

O offers 30 minutes of ingénuedominated stage time as you’ve
never seen before: clothes stay
on, talk is frank, tears are fake and
any death is purely educational.
By unearthing Shakespeare’s
doomed Ophelia, O critiques the
ingénue character type and the
way we train and direct young

female actors.
Created by Eliza Martin and Ali
Joy Richardson
Written by Eliza Martin
Director/Dramaturg: Ali Joy
Richardson
Featuring: Eliza MartinStage
Manager: Lucy McPhee
Lighting Designer: Neil Silcox
Sound Designer: Nick Potter
Mentor: Clare Preuss, Native
Earth Performing Arts
Special Thanks: David Matheson

Director’s Lab Schedule:

Tuesday May 24, 9:30pm
Friday May 27, 8pm (Double-Bill: Plum BOMB)
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2016 PAPRIKA FESTIVAL
MASTER SCHEDULE

MON
MAY 23

TUE
MAY 24

WED
MAY 25

THU
MAY 26

FRI
MAY 27

SAT
MAY 28

SUN
MAY 29

PERFORMANCES
BLUE (30 min)

6PM*

5:15PMº

I’LL MISS YOU A LITTLE (20 min)

5PM*

5:15PMº

I AM NOT A THING (50 min)

5:15PMº
5PM*

8:45PM

INTERMEZZO (60 min)

6PM*

2PMº
5PM*

4:45PM*

PLUM BOMB (60 min)

8:15PM*

8PM*

RE:LEWIS (40 min)

8:15PM*

5PM*

8:15PM*
12:15PM

SHE IS RIGHT HERE (30 min)

7:15PM*

8:15PM*

2PMº

WE ARE XX (30 min)

4:45PM*

5:15PMº

2PMº

13 TIMES WHEN (30 min)

7:15PM*

DIRECTOR’S LAB

5:15PMº

5:15PMº
8PM*

9:30PM

(FAERIE DUST & O) (60 min)

PLAY READINGS
WRITERS' CIRCLE (135 min)

11:30AM

A SPHINX LANDS IN CORINTH (120 min)

2PM

TIRE SWING (90 min)

2:45PM

SPECIAL EVENT
15TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Opening Reception at the Paintbox Bistro
(3 hrs)

6:30PM

*Indicates the performance is a Double-Bill
Ticketed Performances
17

Free Programming

ºIndicates the performance is a Triple-Bill
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PAPRIKA PRODUCTIONS
BLUE

In this psychedelic dark comedy
we explore the world through the
eyes of 17 year old Blue Dickson,
struggling to keep up with his
alcoholic mother, Satan loving
sister, and very insecure dad.
How would you feel if everyone
you knew sung a rhyme about
your depression? Or kicked you
out of your own family to adopt
your best friend? In this show,
we explore these questions
through movement, dialogue,
dance, live music and most
importantly, comedy. Come
watch the Dicksons in action as
they tear Blue’s life apart for fun.
Playwright: Madison Phyper
Director: Madison Phyper
Featuring: Alexia Hantziantoniou
Asha Kilroy, Calvin Eiberts,
Duncan Briggs, Duncan Crouch,
19

Maisie Harrison, William Dao,
Bella Larsen
Stage Manager: Taylor Whitaker
Lighting: Mathilda Kane
Sound: Jacob Curtin
Costumes: Chloe Gifford
Mentor: Anika Johnson
Special Thanks: My parents, for
letting us use their house to
rehearse.
Warning: Diffraction Glasses
Duration: 30 mins
Schedule:
Monday May 23, 6pm
(Double-Bill: Intermezzo)
Wednesday May 25, 5:15pm
(Triple-Bill: I’ll Miss You A Little
& 13 Times When)
Sunday May 29, 5pm
(Double-Bill: I’m Not A Thing)

I’LL MISS YOU A LITTLE

Two young women recount
stories from their childhood
friendship
and
negotiate
the circumstances of the
relationship’s demise. As they
debate the impact they’ve
had on one another, the girls
tell stories of immigration,
entitlement and how hard it can
be to sail a boat. This bittersweet
meta-theatrical
two-hander
explores the importance of a
person’s first friend.
Playwright: Micaela Robertson
Directors: Micaela Robertson,
Spencer Glassman, with Isabel
Mortimer
Featuring: Micaela Robertson
and Spencer Glassman

Stage Manager: Isabel Mortimer
Costumes, Set, Props, & Poster
Design: Nikki Watson
Mentor: Sophia Fabiilli
Special Thanks: David and
Suzanne Robertson, Ric
Bienstock, Richard Mortimer
Duration: 20 mins
Schedule:
Wednesday May 25, 5:15pm
(Triple-Bill: Blue & 13 Times
When)
Saturday May 28, 5:15 pm
(Triple-Bill: We Are XX & 13
Times When)
Sunday May 29, 2pm
(Triple-Bill: We Are XX & She is
Right Here)
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PAPRIKA PRODUCTIONS
INTERMEZZO

Set to a soundtrack of smoky
Gershwin tunes and symphonies
epic in scale, Intermezzo is
a tragicomedy that follows
the Wexler sisters, two onceestranged millenials.
When
Moriah moves back to Toronto
following a brief, unsuccessful
stint as an entertainer in Los
Angeles, she brings with her
old memories, relationships,
neuroses, and secrets.
The
play is a true intermezzo, a
brief moment in the lives of two
sisters, who must ultimately
decide if the secrets they keep
are enough to threaten not just
their relationship, but the stability
of their lives.
Playwright: Seth Gordon
Director: Vivi Diaz
Featuring: Saskia Muller, Max
Ackerman, David Harding,
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Jacqueline Levitan, Rosalia
Vagalatis, Eric Venis, Daniel
Halpern
Stage Manager: Alexandra
Jones
Lighting/Sound: Ethan Mendell
& Vivi Diaz
Mentors: Pip Bradford &
Rebecca Perry
Special Thanks: Shelly &
Maurice Levitan, Dan & Margo
Gordon, Andrea Most & Alan
Ackerman, Robert Halpern &
Barbara Dominic, Patty & John
Vagalatis, John & Andria Muller
Duration: 60 mins
Schedule:
Monday May 23, 6pm
(Double-Bill: Blue)
Tuesday May 24, 4:45pm
(Double-Bill: We Are XX)

PLUM BOMB

One summer day, a young
Filipina realizes she can’t say
no to white people. Then, the
local convenience store runs
out of chocolate milk and starts
only selling white milk… Which
obviously means that there is
a serious problem in the world.
Plum BOMB is a comedy that
investigates what it takes for
young people of colour to say
no and whether it even matters
or not. How loud do we scream
in order to be heard? What do
we blow up in order to be seen?
Playwright: Bilal Baig
Director: Yolanda Bonnell
Assistant Director: Aldrin
Bundoc
Featuring: Maddie Bautista,

Shayana Burnett, Bilal Baig
Stage Manager: Deborah Lim
Lighting: Deborah Lim
Sound: Yolanda Bonnell, Aldrin
Bundoc
Mentor: Meghan Swaby
Special Thanks: Lou Bautista,
Marie Beath Badian, Jeff Ho,
Sabio Emerencia-Collins, Native
Earth Performing Arts, Humber
Theatre, George Brown College
Duration: 60 mins
Schedule:
Wednesday May 25, 8:15pm
(Double-Bill: Re:Lewis)
Friday May 27, 8 pm
(Double-Bill: Director’s Lab)
Saturday May 28, 8:15pm
(Double-Bill: She is Right Here)
22

PAPRIKA PRODUCTIONS
RE:LEWIS
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Confronted by his first glimpse
of true beauty, Lewis Lessey
discovers
the
brutal and
unforgiving nature of love.
Following the events of a highprofile poker night, Re: Lewis is a
one man, mixed media spectacle
examining the fragments of
an isolated childhood and the
delicate balance between love
and hatred.

Sound: Jacob Kay & Helin
Gungoren
Costumes: Kenneth Collins,
Helin Gungoren, Jacob Kay
Producer: Haley Paitz
Digital Media: Kenneth Collins
Prop Master: Alexander Steele
Zonjic
Mentor: Briana Brown
Special Thanks: Cemal
Gungoren

Playwright: Kenneth Collins
Directors: Jacob Kay & Helin
Gungoren
Featuring: Alexander Steele
Zonjic
Stage Manager: Helin Gungoren
Lighting: Helin Gungoren &
Jacob Kay

Duration: 40 mins
Schedule:
Wednesday May 25, 8:15pm
(Double-Bill: Plum BOMB)
Friday May 27, 5pm
(Double-Bill: I’m Not A Thing)
Sunday May 29, 12:15pm

SHE IS RIGHT HERE

Should I do this? I don’t know if
I should do this. Please answer
me. This is a bad idea, isn’t it?
Using text from journal entries,
movement and encounters with
strange European men, She is
Right Here is a solo piece that
follows a young woman trying
to figure out why she isn’t doing
something.
Creator/Performer: Celia
Green
Director: Amy Nostbakken
Show Image: Celeste Gibson

Mentor: Amy Nostbakken
Special Thanks: Mallory
Mahoney, Julia Vodarek Hunter
Duration: 30 mins
Schedule:
Tuesday May 24, 7:15pm
(Double-Bill: 13 Times When)
Saturday May 28, 8:15pm
(Double-Bill: Plum BOMB)
Sunday May 29, 2pm
(Triple-Bill: I’ll Miss You A Little
& We Are XX)
24

PAPRIKA PRODUCTIONS

PLAYWRIGHTS-IN-RESIDENCE

13 TIMES WHEN

A SPHINX LANDS IN CORINTH
(A Staged Reading)
Dead bodies fill the streets of
Thebes, and King Creon is to
blame. Sent into exile to atone
for what he’s done, he soon
stumbles into the world of a
different play altogether – one
where he could potentially earn
his right to rule again. Bridging
the previously unknown gap
between the Oedipus Cycle
of Sophocles and Euripides’
Medea, this bold re-imagining
of classical drama explores the
cyclical nature of tragedy and
redemption.

TIRE SWING

(A Staged Reading)
Kevin has gone missing. Three
children are left to grow up in
the spaces he left behind as
a strange shadow begins to
consume their town. Tire Swing
blends horror and fantasy into a
coming of age story about the
intimate relationship between
loss and self discovery, and a
monster hiding at the edges of
the streetlight.
Playwright: Curtis te Brinke
Dramaturge: Andrea Romaldi
Special Thanks: Cole Vincent

Playwright: Ryan Borochovitz
Mentor: Adam Seelig
Special Thanks: Molly Thomas,
Dr. Robert Fothergill, and Dr.
Marcia Blumberg
Five teens struggle through
their senior year after they are
struck with a tragedy in the
summer. With the help of some
laughter, emotional breakdowns
and sometimes singing offkey, they try to heal. A dramatic
commentary on how teens deal
with grief, mental health and new
beginnings, all while moving on
to the ‘real world’.
Playwright: Jahnelle Jones
Directors: Jahnelle Jones &
Melisa Sofi
Featuring: Veda HingertMcDonald, Whitney Kyera,
Michael Goncalves, Keefe
Jassoy, Katarina Stojsic
Stage Manager: Melisa Sofi
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Mentor: Richard Lam
Special Thanks: Erin Brubacher,
Cara Spooner, Tarragon
Theatre, Anne Weasels, Toronto
Reference Library. This play
was created in collaboration
with the Here Is How You Listen
Collective

Duration: 120 mins

Duration: 90 mins

Schedule:
Wednesday May 25, 2pm

Schedule:
Saturday May 28, 2:45pm

Duration: 30 mins
Schedule:
Tuesday May 24, 7:15pm
(Double-Bill: She Is Right Here)
Wednesday May 25, 5:15pm
(Triple-Bill: Blue & I’ll Miss You
A Little)
Saturday May 28, 5:15pm
(Triple-Bill: We Are XX & I’ll
Miss You A Little)
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WRITERS' CIRCLE (Facilitated by Jeff Ho)
A NEW PLAY BY ARIADNE CABON

THE PLACES WE’VE BEEN
Sitting outside a Starbucks at
night, Aimee anxiously awaits
a first meeting with a sister she
didn’t previously know existed.
Can the distance of a lifetime
ever be crossed? Are people

capable of leaving behind
their experiences to bridge the
emotional gap?
Playwright: Aryn Strickland

SAHANA
An absurdist black comedy
exploring the merits of death,
absurdity
and
dominance.
Pregnancy sparks the existential
crisis of a young frustrated
housewife. In a misguided
attempt to restore her storybook
home life, she decides to reshape
her marriage in accordance
with her best friend’s abusive
violent
marriage,
through

radical requests and menacing
outbreaks. Unaware of his
wife’s objective, her concerned
husband responds with love,
tenderness, and submissiveness
leading the relationship to a
farcically dreadful predicament.
Playwright: Ariadne Cabon
Special Thanks: Will

PHILLIS: A NEW MUSICAL

Sahana travels to a new country
with her husband and must
reconcile with a distortion of past
and present. Trapped within the
cage of her home, it challenges

her to open up certain wounds
that could be impossible to heal
in her web of secrecy.
Playwright: Nithya Garg

SNAPE KILLS DUMBLEDORE

Phillis is an awe inspiring
musical about a young girl
captured and brought to
America as a slave. Thought
to be ‘unintelligent’; she
teaches herself how to read
and later discovers she has
a love for writing poetry. This
musical follows her through her
happiness and sadness, through
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her triumphs and downfalls and
through her personal struggles;
Phillis will discover what it
means to belong in a world that
is incredibly unfair. Phillis: A New
Musical, will inspire you to find
your inner poet.
Playwright: Keira Silverglen
Special Thanks: My Parents

Cassandra has a problem. Ever
since she was born, she was
cursed to inadvertently spoil
every book, movie and television
show for everyone around her.

Needless to say, it makes dating
very hard for her.
Playwright: Jimmy Zhao

Schedule: Saturday May 28, 11:30am
Writers' Circle performances are staged readings of excerpts from the plays.
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THANK YOUS
Bob Berman, Marjorie Chan, Fred Yagi, Byron Abalos, Andy & Marilyn McKim,
Charlene Carroll, Carlene Tung, Rachel Sheps, Donny Woo, Sallie Lyons,
Ella Batten, Steven Brock, Shira Bernholtz, Intact Foundation, Andrea Scott,
Daniel Pink, Roni Hoffman, Little Black Afro Theatre, Nightwood Theatre, our
Advisory Board and everyone at Native Earth Performing Arts and Theatre
Passe Muraille.

FOLLOW US
/paprikafestival

@PaprikaFest

@PaprikaFestival

#Paprika2016
Visit Paprika’s website where you can find out
how to get involved in next year’s festival!

www.paprikafestival.com
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